
Rosa Bridge Housing Co-op



Our timeline

2006-7 
We move 
into co-
ops in the 
city

2008 We start 
talking about 
setting up our 
own co-op

Aug 2011 
CHIBAH hears 
about the 
Empty Homes 
Community 
Grants 
Programme

Nov 2011 
We register 
as a 
housing co-
op

Apr 2012
We submit 
an 
application 
to the 
EHGCP

Aug 2012 
We hear 
that we’re 
successful in 
receiving 
the grant 
(£103,000)

Aug 2012-
April 2013
We search 
for an empty 
property

Apr 2013 We 
put in an 
offer on 34a 
Richmond 
Street. After 
lots of back 
and forth, its 
accepted

Aug 2013 
We buy the 
house and 
start to 
renovate it

Feb 2014 
We start to 
move in

Oct 2014
We start 
building the 
fifth room

Feb 2015 
Our fifth 
member 
moves in



BEFORE, 
DURING, 
AFTER, 
NOW











What made it work

Time Opportunity

People

Vision

Skills 

Time to commit

Length of time

The 
context/what is 
possible

The right time

Learning & 
networks

Adapting

Feeling


